SYNOPSIS The incidence of tetracycline-resistant beta-haemolytic streptococci isolated in the Department of Pathology and Bacteriology of the Institute of Laryngology and Otology, London, during the years 1958-65 is reported. From less than 1 % of all beta-haemolytic streptococci isolated in 1958 they increased to 44% in 1965. These findings are discussed.
The increasing incidence of tetracycline-resistant beta-haemolytic streptococci in Britain has been reported on from time to time in the last few years (Parker, Maxted, and Fraser, 1962; Mitchell and Baber, 1965; Robertson, 1965) . At present about a third of all beta-haemolytic streptococci isolated from lesions in man are likely to be resistant to tetracycline. Reports from the U.S.A. (Kuharic, Roberts, and Kirby, 1960; McCormack, Kaye, and Hook, 1962) (1965) gives an incidence of 31 % over a similar period in south-west Essex and also notes the high rate of isolation from infected ears. The figures presented here give a higher overall incidence for this period, which may perhaps be accounted for by the fact that the isolations were made from patients attending a hospital specializing in diseases of the ear, nose, and throat. A particularly high rate of isolation from ears has not, however, been observed. There is agreement that beta-haemolytic streptococci causing wound infections are especially likely to be tetracycline resistant.
There can be no doubt that tetracycline-resistant strains are now distributed widely throughout the population; the implications regarding the treatment of beta-haemolytic streptococcal infections are obvious. My thanks are due to the surgeons of the Royal National Throat, Nose and Ear Hospital for providing the material from their patients; to Professor I. Friedmann for helpful advice; and to the technical staff of the Department of Pathology and Bacteriology for their valuable assistance.
